
Assignment One: At some point during the first week of school I will ask you to label a 
map of the contemporary United States without notes, showing all of the states, I want 
you to have a picture in your head of what the United States looks like today, so that 
when we look at maps of the past you will have a better idea of what you are looking at 
and you will have a point of comparison. Over the summer familiarize yourself with a 
map the United States.

You also will be asked to identify certain landmarks. On this map you should be able to 
identify the Great Lakes, the Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Hudson and Missouri Rivers, 
The Appalachian and Rocky Mountains and the cities of Boston New York, 
Philadelphia, Charleston and the settlements of Jamestown, Plymouth Rock and Saint 
Augustine.

Assignment Two: Please read the preface of the textbook. What did you learn about the 
writing of "history" from your reading? Think about this.

Assignment Three: Please read Chapter 1 and prepare 25 terms that you feel are 
important to the understanding of the chapter. These can be people, events, ideas, places,
inventions and or any other category you come up with. The term must have two parts: 
basic factual info and historic signi ficance

For Example  Martin Luther King  Civil Rights leader in the 1950 and 60's. Gained 
prominence in the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Know for nonviolence and his skills as an 
orator.

Importance: largely responsible for the signi ficant social, political and legal gains of 
African Americans in the 1950-60s. Helped create social organizations and other 
political movements that aided the cause of African Americans in the 1960's, including 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. His death sparked riots across the country.

Assignment 4:  Readings C and D,  Please read Chapter 1 of A People's History of the 
United States, 1492-present, by Howard Zinn and Chapter 1 A History of the American 
People, by Paul Johnson. In a one page paper 12 point type, 1.5 space, discuss the 
apparent differences in attitudinal approach of the two writers. I am not looking for 
factual differences but attitudinal differences in the writing and analyzing of the history.

Assignment 5: Reading A,  Please read J.H. Elliott's article from the August 2006 
edition of History Today.  Create a chart that illustrates the differences in the approach 
to empire building between the British and the Spanish.

Assignment 6: Article B,  Read Where Columbus Was Coming From, by Timothy 
Foote and list 15 interesting facts about 15th Century Europe.

This assignment will be posted on schoolnotes.com at 
http://new.schoolnotes.com/xpages/view/100119

you can also just go to school notes site and use find your teacher tool.  DO NOT 
CREATE AN ACCOUNT.

http://new.schoolnotes.com/xpages/view/100119

